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Dear Author,


Economic or personal ties between authors and organizations can lead to a conflict of interest. The disclosure 
of such ties serves to objectify the process of the publication of articles in our specialist journals. To obtain 
maximum transparency possible ties from the past 3 years are disclosed to the readers.


A possible conflict of interest as defined by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE, 
www.icmje.com) as well as some scientific societies exists if an author has economic or personal ties to  
enterprises in the health industry (e.g., pharmaceutical products or medical devices industry), commercially-
oriented institutions or insurance companies which could be positively or negatively affected by the  
publication of his/her project. Economic ties include membership on advisory boards, employment relation-
ships, travel expense subsidies, professional fees, ownership of shares or interests, research subsidies or other 
third party funds. Personal ties exist among other things when ties to someone exists whose economic or 
intellectual interests are affected by the article (e.g., family ties, partnerships or personal relationships with 
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associations which are affected by the article may also establish a conflict of interest. This shall apply  
accordingly to particular scientific or personal interests relevant to the article e.g., political, academic  
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The authors declare that they … (e. g., “were employed on an advisory board of XY” / “have received  
research subsidies from XY” / “have received lecture fees from XY”) in the past 3 years.
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How to Set Up a Digital Signature in Adobe Reader or Adobe Acrobat


In order to be able to electronically sign documents, you will need to set up a digital ID. 


1. To begin the digital ID setup process simply click in the appropriate signature field.


Select Create a new digital ID (exact wording varies for each Adobe version, e. g. 


“Create A Self-Signed Digital ID for use with Acrobat”)  and click Next.


2. Specify where you are going to store the digital ID – select New PKCS#12 digital ID file (PKCS#12 is 
more secure since it requires you to enter your password each time that you digitally sign a document), 
and click Next.
 



https://www.thieme.de/de/autorenlounge/magazin-1784.htm





Digital Signature 


Ja
nu


ar
y 


20
15


3. First click on the Enable Unicode Support box. Type in your personal information (name, 
organization unit, organization name and e-mail address, country) in all fields and click Next.


 


4. Enter a file location and password for your new ID file – either use the default location or enter a 
different location if you prefer, create and enter password into both password fields, then click Finish.
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