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ANSWERING REVIEWERS

March 19, 2013
Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed the edited manuscript in Word format (file name: 1782-review.doc).

Title: Synchronous adenocarcinoma and gastrointestinal stromal tumors in the stomach 
Author: Rong Cai, Gang Ren，Dengbin Wang
Name of Journal: World Journal of Gastroenterology
ESPS Manuscript NO: 1782
The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers:

1 Format has been updated

2 Revision has been made according to the suggestions of the reviewer
(1) While the premise for the study has merit, the methodology and results need more work.
— A TGM system for GIST staging was added. 

— We also give a clear statement included about the inclusion and exclusion criteria. 

— The section describing the patients information ,such as the presenting complaints, duration of disease, etc had been moved to the results section. 
(2) No clear hypothesis has been stated. Are the authors hypothesizing that there is a causal relationship between the two tumors?
   —Yes, we hypothesized that the stomach was influenced by the same unknown carcinogen, resulting in a simultaneous proliferation of different cell lines (epithelial and stromal cell).
(3) The stated objective in the introduction is to assess clinico-pathological characteristics and to provide a review. The manuscript provides a review of current information, but adds little to strengthen the association between the two tumors.
   —In this study ,we had evaluated the clinicopathological characteristics of GISTs occurring concomitantly with gastric adenocarcinomas and proposed a hypothesis that the stomach was influenced by the same unknown carcinogen, resulting in a simultaneous proliferation of different cell lines (epithelial and stromal cell).  However, due to the limited number of cases and not performing the genetic and molecular ancillary tests , it is unable to provide a stronger basis to the association between the two tumors. This study , however, highlights an interesting observation of a possible association between gastric adenocarcinoma and GIST that should encourage further statistically validated and genetically based studies.
(4) It is difficult to reliably and significantly establish a causal relationship with a retrospective case series.

—We agree with this statement. This study was a retrospective study. To determine a causal relationship ，a prospective study, such as randomized controlled trials, cohort study should be employed. Moreover, epidemiological studies and statistics confirmed were also need.

(5) The study population has only 8 patients which can lead to error. A firm conclusion about the epidemiological features of the tumors cannot be drawn with a limited sample size.

—We agree with this statement. Collision tumor composed of gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST) and adenocarcinoma is exceedingly rare in the same gastric area. Most of them are case report in the English literature. Our work is still going on, there will be more cases for study.
(6) The section describing the patients has information best suited for the results section. The presenting complaints, duration of disease, etc should not be part of 'Methods'. There should be a clear statement included about the inclusion and exclusion criteria.

—We have modified to follow the reviewer(s his advice. We have alreardy given a clear statement included about the inclusion and exclusion criteria. The section describing the patients information ,such as the presenting complaints, duration of disease, etc had been move to the results section.
(7) The authors have explained the statistical software that has been used, but they do not explain which statistical analysis was undertaken.

   —Descriptive data are presented as the mean ( the standard deviation.

(8) If possible, I suggest the author should report the data of its proportion in the consecutive series.
—Gastrointestinal stromal tumors occurred synchronous with adenocarcinoma in the stomach in eight patients (3.7%, 0.39%, respectively) out of all the 219 patients with primary gastrointestinal stromal tumor in the stomach and 2021 patients with gastric cancer treated in Xinhua hospital and Ruijin hospital between March 2003 and December 2008.
3 References and typesetting were corrected

Thank you again for publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Gastroenterology.

Sincerely yours,
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