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2 Revision has been made according to the suggestions of the reviewer 

(1) a summary of literature findings (with the inclusion criteria) was added below the Methods 

section, as requested, together with a table/diagram as flow chart 

(2) We added in the introduction some sentences, as requested, about the gender difference in 

IBS prevalence or incidence. 

(3) We added a summary table about the spelling of the acronyms, as requested 

(4) We defined in the 4th Chapter the concept of “low grade inflammation” in IBS 
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