March 19, 2013

Dear Dr. Jin-Lei Wang and Reviewers,

We would like to resubmit our revised manuscript (2393-edited). We would like to thank you and the reviewers for the insightful and helpful comments. We believe these suggested changes significantly enhanced the quality of our manuscript.
Title: Ascorbic acid and low-volume polyethylene glycol for bowel preparation prior to colonoscopy: A meta-analysis
Authors:  Jonathan D. Godfrey MD, Robert E. Clark MD, Abhishek Choudhary MD, Imran Ashraf MD, Michelle L. Matteson PhD, Srinivas R. Puli MD, Matthew L. Bechtold MD, FACG

Name of Journal: World Journal of Meta-analysis
Manuscript #: 2393
The manuscript has been improved by suggestions and comments by the reviewers and editor.
Editor: Good ideas. All the changes that were suggestive have been made.

1. Postcode added to title page after Peoria.

2. Abstract Results section increased to 125 words.

3. Core Tip added after abstract as below:
“Optimal visualization of the colon during colonoscopy requires adequate bowel preparation that is effective and tolerable to the patient.  Low-volume PEG preparation coupled with ascorbic acid has been utilized to enhance patient tolerability without affecting the quality of bowel preparation. This meta-analysis shows that bowel preparation with low-volume PEG with ascorbic acid does not differ from full-dose PEG for quality of bowel preparation or patient tolerability.”
4. Comments section added as suggested after Acknowledgements.

Reviewer #1: Article is well analyzed. Second author's manuscript date should be changed as 2012, also datas should be in chronological order at table 1. 
Good ideas.  Table 1 has been reformatted to chronological order.  The Valiante et al (was second study) has been updated to 2012.

Reviewer #2: The paper does not give the rational of adding ascorbic acid with low dose PEG. What is/are action(s) of ascorbid acid in bowel preparation? Would you please give readers some ideas. - The investigators did not look for the similar abstracts presented in international GI meetings held outside of the US, such as UEGW, APDW, etc.

Good thoughts.  Ascorbic acid has been shown to enhance bowel preparation by exerting an osmotic effect on the bowel, essentially acting as an osmotic laxative. This osmotic laxative effect helps to reduce the need for PEG.  We have added the line in the Background as below:

“More specifically, some studies have compared a standard PEG preparation to a low-volume PEG preparation coupled with ascorbic acid, acting as an osmotic laxative.[19-27]”
Given that our practice and patient population is in the United States, we chose to include on those abstracts published at our national meetings in the US, Digestive Disease Week and the American College of Gastroenterology national meeting. 
Reviewer #3: Interesting study. Discussion language needs minor changes.

Good point.  Discussion was reviewed and some changes were made to improve the grammar and sentence structure.

Thank you for publishing this manuscript in your journal. 

Sincerely,

Matthew L. Bechtold MD, FACG

Division of Gastroenterology

University of Missouri School of Medicine 

Columbia, MO  65212 (USA)

bechtoldm@health.missouri.edu
