Statistical analysis: 
Clinicopathological variables between two groups were compared using the Mann–Whitney test or chi-square test. Survival analysis was carried out using Kaplan–Meier methods, and log-rank test was used to assess survival differences. P<0.05 was considered significant. The propensity score (PS) was calculated using a multivariable logistic regression model with the two age groups as the dependent variables, and sex, cancer site, cT (14th edition), cN, clinical stage, operative procedures, and histological type (Lauren classification) as independent variables. Inverse probability of treatment weight (IPTW) was then calculated using PS. To evaluate the sensitivity and specificity of age in predicting 3-year overall survival (OS), a time-dependent receiver operating characteristic (ROC) curve was calculated, and Youden’s index was estimated to determine the optimal cutoff age. Univariate and multivariate analyses used the Cox proportional hazard model for OS after IPTW method. A stepwise method was used to estimate predictive variables for OS in multivariate analysis. Statistical analysis was performed using STATA version 14 (Stata Corp LP, College Station, TX, USA), R version 3.1.0 (R Project for Statistical Computing, Vienna, Austria), and SPSS Statistics version 22 (IBM, Tokyo, Japan).
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