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The English style of the paper has been fully reviewed by one of the co-authors (Dr. Alaa Taha) who studied medicine and gastroenterology at the Beirut Arab University from 2003 to 2015. At the Beirut Arab University the colloquial language is English and all courses are given in English. Specific language requirements are imposed to be admitted to the university (taken from the www.bau.edu.lb website):
English Language Requirements
All programs and examinations at BAU are set in English except for the Faculties of Arts and Law where the language of instruction varies depending on the nature of the course(s). Hence, applicants must provide evidence of their English language proficiency in one of the following ways:
All undergraduate applicants and transferring students are expected to pass BAU’s English Language admission exam with a minimum score of 70%. However, applicants who have passed a TOEFL Exam with a minimum score of 500 or IELTS with a minimum score of 6.5 or have successfully completed the General Certificate of Education (GCE) program are exempted from this English Language admission exam. Similarly, transferring students who have completed a minimum of two years at an institution where the language of instruction is English are exempted from BAU’s English Language admission exam.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Alaa Taha is fluent in English speaking and writing since she passed both medical school and her training in Gastroenterology in institutions with English language of instruction. This makes Dr. Alaa Taha a full expert of English language to review the English style and grammar of our manuscript.
