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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

  In general, this manuscript provides the useful information about the relationship 

between epigallocatechin gallate and colorectal cancer.  However, there are some 

problems and flaws in presentation.  I hope that my comments are very useful for the 

improvement of this research.  Major comments (1) In Discussion part: Authors 

described that EGCG prevention of colorectal cancer in this experiment. However, this 

experiment scheme did not elucidate the prevention of colorectal cancer.  The 

development of colorectal cancer is generally known to three phases, i.e. initial mutation, 

cancer promotion and progression.  The function of AOM is initial mutation and DSS is 

promotion of inflammation.  In this experiment, EGCG administration was conducted 

at the same time as AOM/DSS administration.  Therefore, EGCG may only inhibit 

initial mutation or promotion of inflammation.  Even if EGCG only affects initial 

mutation or promotion of inflammation in colon, the present data that EGCG inhibit 
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colorectal cancer was found.  There is a possibility that EGCG does not affect the cancer 

promotion and progression.  In addition, EGCG has an inhibition function of 

AOM/DSS toxicity, there is a possibility that EGCG did not affects the three phase of 

colorectal cancer at all.  Authors did not considered based on the above points in 

Discussion part. (2) In Discussion part: There is little consideration on the obtained data 

in this experiment.  I think that authors should increase the consideration of the 

obtained data in this experiment. (3) Authors did not described that the mechanism of 

how EGCG suppressed colorectal cancer. (4) The concentration of EGCG 

administration: Authors described “1% EGCG was given by intragastric administration 

in the intervention group throughout the experiment” (Page4).  I do not know whether 

1% EGCG is in diet or drinking water.  Authors need to explain as reader can 

understand.  Minor comments (1) Abbreviations in this manuscript are wrong usage, 

therefore, it should be checked again throughout. (2) Species name is italic type.  I 

hope that my comments are very useful for the improvement of this manuscript.  


