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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Dear Authors,  your manuscript on tumor-stroma ratio as prognostic factor in rectal 

adenocarcinoma has, as you honestly recognize, different weak points. Anyway, I think 

it can add some evidence to the already known utility of this index also in this type of 

tumours. Especially interesting and rather logical, I think, is its relevance in the 

subgroup of patients with negative lymph node metastases. I would suggest to accept 

the paper for publication.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

It is a a retropective study assessing the meaning od TS ratio as a prognostic factor in  

small sample size of rectal cancer patients. It is a well written article.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This paper by Scheer and colleagues presents the results of a nice retrospective analysis 

of the prognostic effect of tumor-stroma ratio in a group of 154 clinically homogeneous 

rectal cancer patients. The study is well designed and clearly presented and the topic of 

high interest for oncologists that should decide after surgery what patients will benefit 

more from an adjuvant treatment I have some comments/ suggestions 1. What is the 

rational adopted to classify the TSR in the three categories proposed, and to choose those 

specific cut-off? It could be useful, according to the results shown in Fig 3, to pool 

together patients classified as “low” and “intermediate” TSR, since they look to have 

super imposable survival profiles. I would prefer to see all the patients included in one 

of the two categories (good vs bad prognosis) according to TSR. I would test this 

classification (“high” vs “low/intermediate”) also in N0/ N+  subgroups of patients. 
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Otherwise it is not clear what should be the prognostic meaning of having a “low” TSR. 

2. Could the analysis be stratified by adjuvant treatment (yes vs no) and “high” vs 

“low/intermediate” TSR to see if this marker could be also used as predictive of 

adjuvant treatment outcome? 


