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Abstract

A world-wide rise in the prevalence of obesity continues. This rise increases the
occurrence of, risks of, and costs of treating obesity-related medical conditions. Diet and
activity programs are largely inadequate for the long-term treatment of medically-
complicated obesity. Physicians who deliver gastrointestinal care after completing
traditional training programs, ncluding gastroenterologists and general surgeons, are

not uniformly trained in or familiar with available bariatric care. It is certain that
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