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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Catherine E. Kling et al present a retrospective study regarding the temporal changes in 

the indications for liver transplantation and characteristics of patients transplanted for 

ALD.   I find this study interesting, however I have a few observations:  1) I do not see 

the concordance between the title, aim and data presented. Most data are regarding the 

patients characteristics over time, but not of the "indications", which I understand it 

related to the criteria for transplantation.  This part is discussed but it still remains 

unclear what is the cause of the increase.  2) Have there been changes in the guidelines 

established by the hepatologists for liver transplant in ALD patients? by the AASLD or 

others? that may explain this increase. 3) For the international audience, a map or 

explanation of the UNOS regions may be helpful. 4) The title should especify that the 

data presented is in the US population.  5) In the discussion, it may be relevant to add if 

the same trend is reported in other regions of world, so that this data is placed in 
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perspective. 6) Proofreading is needed to eliminate typographical errors. 
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a well-conducted study showing the increase in OLT for ALD. I have 2 comments: 

1) The definition of 'dramatic' is subjective. Some people would argue that this increase 

observed is significant but not high enough to warrant this description. 2) I think the 

discussion of the screening tools for alcohol use is excessive for this manuscript and can 

be omitted. 


