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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Further focus on clinical outcome - jaundice clearance vs ab titre would be interesting.
Was maternal sera also analysed to co-relate the ab titre in the children?
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In this study, the authors tried to evaluate the utility and specificity of autoimmune liver
disease (ALD)-related autoAbs in patients with biliary atresia (BA). They found that
anti-BPO Ab and ANCA were more frequently detected in BA patients than in controls.
Interestingly, ANCA positivity was closely associated with the appearance of
post-operative cholangitis. This study is well-controlled retrospective one and the
authors successfully provide evince that a significant population of patients with BA
were positive for ALD-related autoAbs. Please address the following points to
strengthen their conclusion. 1) If BA is characterized by autoAb production, then how
the autoAbs are produced? Autoimmune-diseases are usually associated with
pro-inflammatory cytokine responses. Please examine the serum levels of
pro-inflammatory Th1 and Th2 cytokines with the ability to enhance autoAb production.
2) Neutrophil activation is associated with ANCA production. Is there any evidence that
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neutrophils are activated in BA? Please examine the number of peripheral blood
neutrophils in patients with BA. 3) Please discuss the mechanisms accounting for high
prevalence of anti-BPO Ab in BA patients. 4) Inmune responses to intestinal microflora
underlie the immuno-pathogenesis of several autoimmune disorders including ALD. Is
there any evidence that dysbiosis is involved in the immune-pathogenesis of BA? Please
discuss.
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