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The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers: 
 
1 Format has been updated 
 
2 Revision has been made  
Reviewer 

- Positive feedback from the reviewer is greatly appreciated.  
- Caveats regarding Izumikawa et al, (now reference #86, are discussed and highlighted in edited 

manuscript with the inclusion of references # 87-89 on the limited ability of mature supporting 
cells to transdifferentiate into functional hair cells.  

- Fluorescence micrographs of cochlear cell types affected in noise-induced-hearing-loss is now 
included as Figure 1 with legend. 

 
3 References and typesetting were corrected 

- Changes in text are highlighted in yellow 
- Figure numbers are changed to accommodate the inclusion of Figure 1. 
- Figure 1 is supplied in Powerpoint format 
- Figure 2 is supplied in ChemBioDraw format 
- Figure 3 is supplied in Powerpoint format 
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