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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Authors should take into account that disruption of immune surveillance, paradoxically 

due to the strong therapeutical effect of  new  antivirals, may facilitate the emergence 

of metastatic clones of HCC. This is very plausible. Liver cirrhosis is not an unique stage 
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in which HCC presents, as authors know very well. There are  also co-morbities, which 

play an important role.  Finally, I have noticed  too many references for a letter. 
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The Letter from Bertino et al. is clear and takes an important issue, the HCC and 

involves its causes, relation with cirrhosis and anti-HCV therapy by DAA.  This 

reviewer consider pertinent to include other considerations already published with 
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regard to HCC recurrence. In example the authors only mention two positions (Reig et 

al., and Cabibbo et al.). Other relevant reports should be included. At least two sound 

papers such as Ikeda et al. 2017 (Dig Dis Sci. 2017;62(10):2932-2942), Kanwal F,et al. 

(Gastroenterology. 2017; 153(4):996-1005), and Petta et al (Aliment Pharmacol Ther. 

2017;45(1):160-168).  Lastly, please replace "tumorogenesis" by "tumorigenesis" in the 

paragraph. Reference 19. Include "Liver Int" in the journal name (only appears as "Int"). 

The authors should revise the references because they could excess "auto-citation" of 

their own papers. Other sound papers from alternative authors may also be illustrative. 
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