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Shattering the castle walls: Anti-stromal therapy for pancreatic cancer

Ozkan Kanat, Hulya Ertas

Abstract

Despite the availability of potent chemotherapy regimens, such as FOLFIRINOX (5-
fluorouracil, folinic acid, rinotecan, and oxaliplatin) and nab-paclitaxel plus
gemcitabine, treatment outcomes in metastatic pancreatic cancer (PC) remain
unsatisfactory. The presence of an abundant fibrous stroma in PC is considered a
crucial factor for its unfavorable condition. Apparently, stroma acts as a physical

barrier to restrict intratumoral cytotoxic drug penetration and creates a hypoxic
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