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the authors provide a proof of principle study which shows chnges in cytocine profiles 

in treated UC rats by an alternative medicine approach. This is a novel study conducted 

in an appropriate manner, presnetation of findigs is adequate and the paper well 
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and ELISA - volumes, conditions, etc). 
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disease.  The work has been well designed and extensively carried out with worthy 

effort.   Some questions may be benefit to some readers and this reviewer who have 

never involved in this traditional medication.  Question such as how stimulating flow 

of blood by using moxa inducing changes in inflamed tissues.   Authors may review 

briefly why position of CV6 and ST25 are selective for the treatment of UC.  In this 

study, the work was carried out only at ST25? Authors should declare that the animal 

study has been approved by institutional animal ethics committee.  How animals were 

restrained in the moxibustion process and process of euthanasia at the end. How authors 

assess spiritual state, what parameters were used in Fig.2B, what is the gross score? It is 

quite surprised to see that the down-regulated IFN-g, TNF-a, TLR4, CCR4 were involved 

with the development of UC?  And on the other hand moxibustion resulted in 

up-regulated TNF-a, and IFN-g were associated with therapeutic  effect?.  Since 

anti-TNF antibody is one of main stream of treatment of IBD, authors have any 

comments on such contradictory result. As the analysis by KEGG pathway reported in 

the Manuscript is rather vogue and provide little information for further study, authors 

may comments and pick up the most likely ones for clarification. There is a number of 

typing errors in the manuscript that should be taken care of.  
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