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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The present manuscript by Buchholz BM et al. is a nice systematic review which aimed
to evaluate the role of profilactic colectomy in liver transplant patients with PSC in order

to prevent post-LT disease recurrence. The authors concluded that pre/peri transplant
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colectomy may have a protective role in this scenario but no randomized trials are
available and therefore no strong recommendation can be made. The manuscript is
informative and reads well. The literature search strategy is updated. The topic is
attractive and timely. The authors are kindly invited to consider the following minor
comments: - The authors said that “literature search was independently conducted by
2 authors (B.M.B, P.M.L.)". If any disagreement was found, I presume that a third author
resolved it. If it is so, please add a statement in methods. - The literature search
strategy is not sufficiently clear and 180 initial records seemed to me too few. I would
recommend to include a supplementary table including the combinations of MESH
terms used. - Although the quality of the studies included according to the MINORS
criteria was overall reported as high, the authors admitted that all of them were
observational, retrospective and some of them insufficiently powered. There is an
inherent increased risk of bias given that patients undergoing colectomy are clinically
selected, and probably had a more severe IBD. Therefore it is highly probable that the
protective role of colectomy may have been underestimated in the available studies. In
my opinion, this aspect should be further discussed. Conclusions may be also softened
while emphasizing the need of prospective studies and randomized trials. - I agree with
the authors that a universal colectomy in PSC transplant candidates may not be
currently justified in light of the available evidence. However, there are subgroups of
patients with high risk of an aggressive recurrence such as young patients with early
graft loss (<5 years) because of recurrent PSC in whom a retransplantation is being
considered. In opinion of the authors, is profilactic colectomy advisable in this clinical
context? I know there is little supporting evidence but some speculation here would be

welcomed.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Buchholz et al. reviewed 'The published evidence on the role of colectomy in
preventing rPSC in LT recipients. The focus of the review is very interesting.

The review is well writtenand has enough priority for publication.
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