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The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers: 
 
1 Format has been updated 
 
2 Revision has been made according to the suggestions of the reviewer 00053451 

(1)”Abstract Please specify the patient number.” 
   It has been described in the abstract as “Cirrhotic patients without overt hepatic 

encephalopathy (n = 519) were mostly male (68.6%) with a mean age of 49.17±
11.02 years.” 

(2)“Introduction Page 8 “impact factors in hospitalized cirrhotic patients” What does it mean? ” 
   The sentence was revise to: “This study investigated the prevalence of MHE in 

hospitalized cirrhotic patients from different areas of China, and HRQOL 
evaluations among them.” 

(3)” Methods Page 8 Study population Although the subtitle is study population, there is no 
patient number in this paragraph.” 

   In the manuscript, we had described the study population in which we conducted 
this investigation as “All consecutive cirrhotic hospitalized patients between the 
ages of 18 and 70 years old and without overt hepatic encephalopathy (OHE) were 
screened for MHE between June and October, 2011”, which means all eligible 
patients should have been screened. Therefore, finally 538 patients were screened 
and 519 of them met the study’s criteria for inclusion. We described the number of 
included patients in the section of RESULT-study patient.  

(4)“Normative values for NCT-A and DST were based on healthy volunteers with the same 
geographical background as liver cirrhosis patients.” How was this study performed? There is 
no description about it. How did they recruit the participants? 
According to this reference: Bao ZJ, Qiu DK, Ma X, Zhang GS, Gu T, Yu XF, Fan ZP, Li 
JQ, Zeng MD. The application of psychometric measures in diagnosis of minimal 
hepatic encephalopathy. Chin J Dig 2006; 26(9): 606-609.  
Bao et al included 169 healthy volunteers who are aged 25 to 64 years and ducational 
level >9 years. They were divided into<35 ys，35～44 ys，45～54 ys and 55～64 ys 
groups．All of the healthy volunteers were assessed with NCT-A and DST to establish 
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