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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a review for palliative treatment for patients with unresectable pancreas cancer.  

Because the paper focused on palliative treatment comprehensively, and was not limited 

to the area of surgery. So, the title should be modified as that reflects comprehensive 

palliative treatment for pancreas cancer.  The first part of this paper regarding general 
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information of palliative care is not necessary. That should be shortened. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I’m glad to read this review which included critical appraise of historic studies and set 

forth its position on the current role of palliative surgery in advanced pancreatic cancer. 

Most pancreatic cancer patients at diagnosis are not candidates for curative resection. 

Surgical palliation, a procedure performed with the intention of relieving symptoms or 
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improving quality of life, comes to the forefront of management. Palliative treatment of 

obstructive jaundice, duodenal obstruction and pain should be promptly addressed. 

Regardless of the palliative procedure, all physicians involved must be adequately 

trained in end  of life management to ensure the best possible care for patients. I have 

some reservations about this issue. First, the meaning of surgical palliation for 

obstructive jaundice, duodenal obstruction and pain should be promptly addressed. 

More and more evidence showed that surgical bypasses for biliary obstructions usually 

achieved less success than the interventional therapy.  Second, I’m wondering the 

describe of palliative care by detailed materials in the review, as I fail to get the score or 

some special development to pancreatic cancer in your papers. We cannot judge the 

clinical significance in the palliative treatment of advanced pancreatic cancer just by the 

review.  Also I recommend that you give a final polish to your language expression to 

keep your view as concise as possible. Abbreviations should be used in the main text as 

they have been listed at above.  Over all, your aforementioned review contains a lot of 

information. Readers with an interest in palliative surgical treatment will find this paper 

beneficial and informative. I really appreciate your great work and it’s my great honor to 

read this paper. 
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