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Abstract

Bacterial infections are highly prevalent and a frequent cause of hospitalization and
short-term mortality in patients with cirrhosis. Due to their negative impact on
survival, antibiotic prophylaxis for bacterial infections in high-risk subgroups of
patients with cirrhosis has been the standard of care for decades. Patients with

prophylaxis indications include those at risk for a first episode of spontaneous

bacterial peritonitis (SBP) due to a low ascitic fluid protein count and impaired liver
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