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Abstract

Patient with atrial fibrillation (AF) are at risk of developing stroke with the left atrial
appendage (LAA) being the most common site for thrombus formation. If left
untreated, AF is associated with 4 to 5 folds increase in the risk of ischemic stroke in all
age groups. About 5 to 15% of AF patients have atrial thrombi on transesophageal
echocardiography, and 91% of those thrombi are located in the LAA in patient with
nonrheumatic AF. Although oral anticoagulants (OACs) are the gold-standard
treatment for stroke prevention in patients with non-valvular AF, some patients are at

high risk of bleeding and deemed not candidates for anticoagulation. Therefore, LAA
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