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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The topic of the current manuscript is interesting and is of worth in the practice of early
diagnosis prognostic judgment and prevention of cholangiocarcinoma. However, there

are some details to be further discussed. 1.Usually, ES/EPBD are conducted in the
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patients with symptoms, thus what is the effect of cholelithiasis without symptoms on
the cholangiocarcinoma? 2How to illustrate that it is ES/EPBD or ES/EPBD’s
complication to impact the incidence of cholangiocarcinoma? 3.Does the level of
severity of cholelithiasis impact the consequent incidence of cholangiocarcinoma? It is
better to divide the patients to various group with different levels of severity. 4.In Figure
2, cholecystectomy could decrease the incidence of cholangiocarcinoma through
decreasing the requirement of ES/EPBD. Is it true? How to prove it? 5.As a retrospective
cohort study, the prolonged time period may help to minimize the deviation. On the
other hand, carcinoma needs time to develop. Thus it is better to prolong the

observational period to 10-15 years.
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