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The paper is original and well written and deals with an interesting issue of NETs

treatment. I, however, urge the authors to clarify some aspects: 1. The authors report that
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and schedule of treatment with somatostatin analogues that was employed. This would
help discussing about possible refractoriness to Tx. 2. Functional NETs (midgut
carcinoid) tend to cause symptoms only if metastatic. The authors should report on
disease stage. If they were disease-free after surgery for the primary lesion the diarrhea
is most likely NOT due to the syndrome (serotonin). 3. Serotonin dosing in the blood is
not a good marker; 24 hours urinary 5SHIAA is far better. Comment or data on this. 4.
Most patiets might have diarrhea due to small intestine bacterial overgrowth which is a
common comploication of this kind of surgery. Did they receive treatment for this?

Please comment and add data.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a very interesting manuscript assessing a new product to help control NET

induced diarrhoeas. It seems that more studies are needed to get clear conclusions but in

any case, what I cannot understand is if a proper diet was recommended to all patients
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taking this medication or if they could have access to a professional to guide in dosages
or continuation rather than making decisions by themselves. Then, you mentioned that
all patients had standard treatment but it would be better to be more specific regarding
the dose and intervals of either Octreotide or Lanreotide (were the intervals between
injections shorter trying to control diarrhoea?). Were those patients using some
Loperamide for example or Codeine at the same time to reduce bowel movements?.
Were all of them in first line of treatment?, etc. Where the metastases? A Table with all
these characteristics would be helpful (may be adding some columns to the table you

have included already)
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