
  
 

1 
 

Informed and written consent was obtained from the patients as well as controls.  

Though the controls were from hospital staff they were enrolled on hospital system to 

simplify the consent procedure. We are also enclosing a sample  out patient 

department sheet where patient is informed that the information collected might be 

used for the research purpose. (Please refer to the page 2 of the sheet ). Also our 

institute ethics committee is registered with the government   of India. Earlier its 

registration number was EC/755/INST/MH/2015. The registration expired in August 

2018 and was subsequently renewed with registration number as  

EC/755/INST/MH/2015/RR-18. 
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