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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
1) General comments Dr. Sharma and Dr. Bousvaros, et al. investigated ‘The natural 

history of children with mild Crohn’s disease treated without immunomodulators or 

biologics’. The article is informative and well-presented. The reviewer has some 

comments.  Comments  1) Please insert page numbers. 2) In Results, page 3 line 31 
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and Table 1, the authors describe inflammatory disease or inflammatory. CD is one of 

the inflammatory diseases, please explain the definition of inflammatory disease or 

inflammatory in Methods.  3) In Results, the authors describe Z score. Please explain 

the definition of Z score in Methods. 4) In Results, page 4 line 8 to 9 and Table 4, the 

authors describe both immunomodulators and immune suppressive therapies. Are these 

the same meanings in this study? The authors should explain the list of 

immunomodulators, including biological therapies? Because in Discussion, page 7 line 8, 

the authors describe ‘immunomodulators or biologics’. 5) In Table 4, in ‘Duration of 

follow up after initial 2 years treatment (months)’, the authors use ‘mo’ in 2 patients in 

2008. Please correct these.   
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This MS focuses on the outcomes of a group of children with CD who were classified as 

having mild CD  SPECIFIC COMMENTS 1. The concluding comments in the 

ABSTRACT refer to QOL. While this may be true, the authors have not examined this 

aspect and can not state this as a conclusion 2. The methods of the ABSTRACT does not 
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refer to the control group at all. The text of the abstract is repeated word for word in 

some subsequent sections 3. The abbreviation CD should be explained in standard 

fashion initially and then used consistently thereafter 4. The authors use the term mild 

and limited CD. While they subsequently acknowledge that this term is not clearly 

defined, the nature of this work is such that a definition (even a working definition) is 

required. Subsequently, the authors mention that patients with mild CD may have 

growth impairment - this seems contradictory 5. The term 'CD patients" should be 

"patients with CD" 6. Other risk factors of escalation could be considered: disease 

activity scores at diagnosis, vitamin D status at diagnosis and subsequently. 7. The first 

part of the RESULTS section repeats the definition of the control group un-necessarily. 

This first part of the RESULTS also compares outcome without a p value. Unhelpful 

comparisons may be able to be mentioned only in the Table (avoid repetition) 8. The 

second part of the RESULTS mentions that the shortest followup (from diagnosis is 

mentioned) was only 1 month. This would not enable inclusion in the study group if 

correct. Should be revised to be more clear 9. Several parts of the RESULTS illustrate the 

outcomes for the study group but make no mention of the control group. These 

comparative data would enhance the MS 10. The section about ileal disease refers to a 

demoninator of 29: however earlier it was advised that many of the group had isolated 

colonic disease 11. The RISK study needs a reference 12. Bacterial names need to be 

formatted correctly 13. The DISCUSSION refers (for the first time) to the duration of 

antibiotic usage - this should be mentioned prior 14. The word "macroscopic" is used 

incorrectly. Earlier indeterminate colitis should be replaced with IBDU 15. References are 

incomplete (see author instructions) 16. Figure 1 could be imporved with a better title. 

Also, is 70% correct - the figure suggests 30% only. Further, has the word probability 

been used correctly here? 17. Is the data in Table 2 related to the first two years after 

DIAGNOSIS? Needs to be more clear 18. 
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