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Dear authors Thank you for submitting your review manuscript in WJG. The manuscript

is well written, very nice and compactly summarrized on clinical informations of ERCP.

Please revise it as the followings for the better understandings of the readers of WJ]G.

First, add one or some schematic figures that explains the relationships of the
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therapoutic techniques with ERCP. Second, add the typical figures or pictures of the
cases that you or your collegues have experienced to date. Third, add some or several
Tables summarized the informations with many manuscripts you referred for all each
sections. If possible, add the new statistical analysis with the data you have experienced
to date. Acutually, why don't you decribe this important subjects? Forth, change
"Closing remarks" into "Conclusions". Needs revisions of the "Conclusions" section
suitable for publication of the manuscrpt. Lastly, what can you get new evidences on
ERCP techniques throuth this present submission? Describe it or them in short terms or
sentense(s). Sufficient literature review is needed and important, I think. If you have

time, please read the manuscript only as references.
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I suggest acceptance of the article; it fits into the mission of the journal and I recommend
it for publication in your respectable journal. This is an interesting review article and

summarizes the current knowledge about ERCP and its role as both diagnostic and

therapeutic maneuver and the new advances in the near future.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The review is well structured and includes a highly professional look at the clinical
perspectives of ERCP and can certainly be recommended for publication. However, a
minor revision is required. In the 'Management of "difficult" choledocolithiasis' Section

it is desirable to add some links to the most recent papers, for example, Hakuta R., Koike
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K. (Tokyo), etc. In 'Safety in ERCP: prevention of complications and infections' Section
it is advisable to add data on other important complications, such as ERCP-related
perforations, bleeding, and perhaps less common and rare adverse events of ERCP. It is
also important to show the possibility of early recognition and management of

ERCP-related complications, including the use of ASGE grading system for ERCP to

predict success and complication rates.
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together with the full name (fully covered SEMS) at the first appearance in the text.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This review focus on the role of ERCP that changed over the last decades from a
diagnostic tool to a therapeutic technique, and emphasize the progress achieved with
ERCP maneuver, increasing both the diagnostic and therapeutic fields of its use. The

authors remark that some crucial dilemmas such as the best way to treat difficult
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choledocolithiasis and to reduce complications (e.g. acute pancreatitis) have been
partially managed. Additionaly, the paper reveals that practices such as the use of self
expandable metal stents changed the treatment of malignant biliopancreatic strictures,
while the best modality of treating benign stricture is still debated. The authors draw
attention about FDA alerts about the potential association between multidrug-resistant
bacteria and duodenoscopes, which led to improvements of endoscopic devices.
Regarding the issue of sedation in endoscopy, the review concludes that, although it has
been proved to be safe, there is no endorsement from the anesthesiologists for the
administration of propofol by a non-anestesiologyst, which can represent a major
limitation in some contries.  After the introduction of EUS which developed as an
extremely useful diagnostic and therapeutic endoscopic technique, EUS and ERCP are
considered complementary maneuvers. Therefore, new approaches in terms of training
are needed in the near future, in order to have endoscopists which are experts in both
techniques. The manuscript highlights that, because of introducing novel techniques
such as ablation treatment, tissue sampling and endoscopic-ultrasound guided ERCP,
modern endoscopy of biliopancreatic ducts may help, in conjunction with the particular
molecular and genetic features, to propose personalized treatment algorithms for the
patients. ~ We can conclude that this paper performs a comprehensive, very well
structured overview of the changes that were made over time in ERCP technique;
moreover, it adds new information about future perspectives in ERCP, such as
introduction of self-expanding biodegradable biliary stents for the treatment of benign
biliary strictures, and of drug coated stents (with chemotherapeutics) for the
management of advanced cholangiocarcinomas, as well as implementation of

personalized treatment, therefore it is very useful for clinicians.
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