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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript is very relevant, given the increasing incidence and prevalence of

NAFLD, the lack of reliable and informative non-invasive biomarkers for diagnosis and

prognosis, and the ineffectiveness of the available treatment.

However, given the

manuscript title, the review is incomplete. Many important metabolites are not
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represented or are not fully described (including tryptophan metabolites,
branched-chain amino acids (BCAAs), endotoxin, etc.). There is a discrepancy between
the abstract, the figure and the text: for example, the indole propionic acid (IPA)
mentioned in the abstract is not discussed in the text, the indole is presented only in the
figure, two other tryptophan metabolites are only discussed. The section ‘Other
microbial metabolites’” misleads the reader, since most of the metabolites discussed are
not microbial (endogenous metabolite dimethylguanidino valeric acid, endocannabinoid
anandamide) or human microbiota products (nonsteroidal fungal metabolite altenusin).
In the same section, for some unknown reason, the microbial metabolite deoxycholic
acid (DCA) is discussed, although the section ‘Bile Acids’ is present above. The
microbial origin of metabolites is practically not discussed (specific
metabolite-producing taxa are not indicated), it also reduces the value of the manuscript.
Given the experience and competence of the authors, the article is rated as good and

may be published, but only after revision.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

With exception of type errors, the manuscript entitled “Microbial metabolites in

nonalcoholic fatty liver disease” is a well structured and presented review where current

knowledge in this topic is adequately presented and given conclusions are of high

scientific and clinical value.
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