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Th17/Treg, IL-23, and IL-17 should all be describe in details. 5.  “clinical randomized 

trial” should be “randomized  clinical trial” 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The author reported the beneficial effect of early enteral nutrition on the Th17/Treg 

ratios and IL-23/IL-17 in septic patients. This study is interesting, but there are some 

questions to be clarified.   Major comment; 1. The authors used two groups EEN and 

DEN. Why did you choice 4 days delayed enteral nutrition as DEN groups?  2. EEN can 
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decrease APACHII and SOFA score on 7th day after admission. Which factors was 

decrease mainly by EEN?  3. The EEN can decrease T17/Treg, IL-17 and IL-23 on 7th 

day after admission, However, no effect on the 28-day mortality was observed, Why did 

this discrepancy occur? The author should be more clarified this point. 4. Are there any 

beneficial effect of EEN on other parameter such as WBC, Hb, TP and albumin, etc. ? 
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