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Abstract: Proton pump inhibitors (PPls) are acid suppressants, which can effectively control gastric acid
secretion through inhibiting the H + /K + ATPase of parietal cells. In recent years, PPls are extansively
prescribed in patients with liver cirrhosis. The impact of PPls in such patients is controversial.
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Hepatic encephalopathy (HE) is a serious complication of cirrhosis and is associated with gut dysbiosis.
Proton pump inhibitors (PPls), frequently prescribed to patients with cirrhosis, can contribute to small-
bowel bacterial overgrowth. We investigated whether PPI predisposes patients with cirrhosis to HE using
a large database of patients.
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