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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This retrospective study examined the role of prolonged exposure to PPI in the risk of

death/liver transplant in patient with decompensated cirrhosis. Basically, the authors

report an increased mortality rate in those treated with PPI for a period exceeding 3
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months, having performed a statistical analysis that used propensity scores and Cox
model. Data are quite convincing and tend to confirm the resulsts of previous studies. As
pointed out by the authors, there are limitations which are inherent to a registry study.
However, some important informations are lacking that would be of importance to
support the results. 1. We expect long term exposure to PPI to increase dysbiosis, thus
leading to increased risk of infections. Were « PPI users » also more « antibiotic users » ?
2. Cause of death must be given 3. It is not clear for me why non diabetic were at
increased risk of death..!? 4. Authors included only patients with decompensated
cirrhosis: however, the mean MELD is very low in these patients (,~11). This is consistent

with ascites as a major cause of decompensation. However, there are very few SBP (that
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we would expect as a complications of long term PPI exposure...) Any explanations ?
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This is an interesting paper but with some limitations (see comments)
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