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JOURNAL EDITOR-IN-CHIEF (ASSOCIATE EDITOR) COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this minireview the authors discussed in detail the potential beneficial effects of nutritional 

supplements on intestinal epithelial barrier functions in experimental colitis models in vivo. The 

article is well designed and contains a lot of information, including the mechanisms involved.  

Importantly, in the discussion the authors addressed the limitation of the described animal studies, 

and posed a major question  whether findings from experimental colitis models are applicable to 

human disease. Clearly, humans are very different from rodents, thus limiting the usefulness of these 

data so that data from experimental colitis models have to be interpreted with caution. The article 

was reviewed by 3 reviewers who rated it positively – “minor revisions”. The authors responded in 

my opinion positively to reviewers’ comments . If possible I would suggest the authors to include a 

paragraph on the important role of not only epithelial but also endothelial barrier in the mechanisms 

of colitis 


