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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Spontaneous rtM204I mutations can exist in NAs-naïve patients with CHB genotype C 

infection. In this study, the authors aimed to investigate prevalence of the 

naturally-occurring rtM204I mutations in treatment-naïve CHB genotype C2 patients 
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and their influence on antiviral therapy. 410 individuals were included in the study. 

They found that seventeen samples (4.1%) were identified as carrying rtM204I variants. 

They have concluded that the newly-developed LNA-RT-PCR method could detect 

naturally-occurring rtM204I-mutations with high-sensitivity and mutations were more 

frequent in patients with liver-fibrosis. Tenofovir is more suitable than entecavir for 

CHB-patients infected with naturally-occurring rtM204I-mutations. I think this is a good 

study, and the manuscript is well written; also the tables are all appropriate. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Choe et al evaluated the association between rtM204I variants and clinical characteristics. 

This study shows that rtM204I variants are associated with the progression of liver 

fibrosis and the poor response of NA treatment.   Minor revisions 1) The authors 
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should describe the hypothesis of the reason why rtM204 I variants are associated with 

liver fibrosis and NA treatment failure. 2) The patient number of individual group 

should be described in Table 7. 3) The names of drugs with the low genetic barrier 

should be written in Table 7. 4) The details of NA treatment should briefly be described 

in the text. 
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The study is interesting and novel. The data has been presented well and merits 

publication 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

    In this paper, a new LNA-RT-PCR method was used to investigate prevalence of the 

naturally-occurring rtM204I mutations in treatment-naïve CHB genotype C2 patients 

and their influence on antiviral therapy. This study confirmed that rtM204I-mutations 
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were more frequent in patients with liver-fibrosis. Tenofovir is more suitable than 

entecavir for CHB-patients infected with naturally-occurring rtM204I-mutations.      

The article is not innovative and has a statistical error. Recommendations are listed in 

the commentary to the article.  
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