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pancreatitis-induced pain syndrome. The finding is interesting and the paper is well
written. However, some issues need to be addressed. (1) In chronic pancreatitis, the
progressive impairment of pancreatic tissues lead to the development of a chronic pain
syndrome. However, the longest time point of studying NR2B and GluR1 expressions in
Fig 4 is 4 weeks, which already have a trend of down-regulation. What are the
expression levels of NR2B and GluR1 at a later time point? If their expressions are
further decreased at a later time point, how can we explain the role of NR2B and GluR1
in the chronic pain syndrome? (2) The authors showed that deactivating excitatory
neurons within NTS alleviated the pain in chronic pancreatitis. This approach, however,
could block the pain caused by peripheral sensitization and pancreatic neuropathy. This
should be discussed. (3) In has been shown that 80% of TNBS-treated rats exhibit
morphological changes mimicking features of chronic pancreatitis in humans. The
percentage of TNBS-treated rats that have had the pathological changes mimicking

chronic pancreatitis in this study should be shown.
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(An increasing not A increasing). 3) A list of Abbreviations is missing. 4) Graphic 1
shows multiple Brain slices with immunochemical staining, but the small pictures are

not as informative as the bar graph, this needs modification.
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The study by Yang Bai et al provides evidence of the role of the nucleus of the solitary
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It is a

well-conceived study that respects all major regulatory and scientific rigors. The




7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite

BalShldeng 160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA

o . Telephone: +1-925-223-8242
PUbllShlng Fax: +1-925-223-8243
o o E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com
3“1 sh‘ de“9® Gl'Ollp https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

methodology is sound and statistics are appropriate. The number of study animals is
sufficient. Experiments were done properly and results are satisfactory. The manuscript
is well written, grammar and style are sufficient. Minor corrections can be made (for
instance, one word in the core tip has an extra "s"). Minor points: Was chronic
pancreatitis achieved in all treated rats (i.e. histologically-proven pancreatic lesions)?
Regarding the time-frame of the experiments, in particular experiment 3: Have the
authors considered following the values after these 28 days? The manuscript can be
published with minor future corrections, being of interest for a certain part of the

scientific community.
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