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Dear Authos. My comment as below. I would appreciate it if you take my suggestions
into consideration. References should be prepared according to the format of the WJG
journal group. In th text, authors says that the first situs inversus case was described by
Lewald in 1925. This information is not true. First situs inversus case was described
by Fabricius in 1600. The name of the author you are referring to under the literature
review subtitle is misspelled. Bilimoria should be written instead of Bilimorian. The
number of 'cancer+situs inversus' given in the literature review subsection are
incorrect. In my opinion, authors should remove this section is poorly prepared. The
following sentence can be added to a paragraph in the discussion section: So far, only
three cases of rectal cancer have been reported in the literature. I recommend that the
authors benefit from the following three articles on the general features of situs inversus:
Left-sided appendicitis: review of 95 published cases and a case report. World ]
Gastroenterol. 2010;16(44):5598-602 ] Gastrointest Surg. 2010;14(9):1422-8. doi:
10.1007 /s11605-010-1210-2 Laparoscopic Sleeve Gastrectomy in Situs Inversus Totalis: a
Case Report and Comprehensive Literature Review. Indian ] Surg. 2016;78(2):130-5. doi:
10.1007 /s12262-015-1437-y.
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Dear author, The manuscript entitled “Using materialise’s interactive medical image
control system (Mimics) to reconstruct a model of a patient with rectal cancer and situs
inversus totalis: a case repot” is fair. Comments, 1. In the introduction, the author
should clearly describe about the Mimics. What is the Mimics? This new emerging
technique might be unfamiliar to the most of the reader. 2. What is the benefit of the
Mimics in general? The author stated in the mimics reconstruction paragraph that “For
the sake of solving the problems.......... the surgical scheme”. What is the scientific
evidence to support this statement? 3. The author should rewrite the discussion part. The
author should emphasize in the topic of benefit of the Mimics in the specific patient like
SIT. 4. The author only demonstrate the three-dimensional model of the abdominal
organs blood vessels of the patient. However, those organs are not involved in the
spectrum of the surgery. Could the Mimics reconstruct the rectum and associated lymph
nodes? If so, the author should show the picture. Because, we have to operate at the
rectum and surrounding organs. I think the rectum and the surrounding organs are
more important than those vasculature. 5. What is the recommendation and clinical

application for the physician?
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I really enjoyed the concept of the present study. Situs inversus is a rare condition and

only few cases with colon cancer have been described in the literature in the past ( I

found about 30 and about a dozen for rectal cancer). This study introduces modern

technology in preoperative preparing of a relatively rare operation. It is not only the

surgical/ technical interest but also the educational one. I believe that the present work is

very interesting especially not only for young residents but also for epxerienced general

surgeons. Title/abstract and keywords reflect the main subject of the manuscript. The

case study is well designed and presented. References are adequate. Language is

acceptable. The figures and photos are also adequate and very descriptive. In conclusion

i found the work very interestng and unique and I suugset to accept it dor publication.
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