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The manuscript is a retrospective case series about patients affected by rotator cuff 

tear(RCT) aimed to investigate the association between shoulder gradient and RCT. 61 

MRI evaluated subjects were selected and included in the study. The sample underwent 

to a clinical (visual analogue scale for pain score) and radiological(anteroposterior 

radiography) assessment. The authors concluded that the shoulder gradient is not 

associated with the pathology of RCT and further studies are mandatory.  Comment 1: 

the authors reported "Levels of Evidence: Case-Control study (Level III)", but no control 

group is included. The article is a case series. Comment 2: Please define the shoulder 

gradient clearly in the introduction. Comment 3: Include MRI data in methods, and 

compare the different types of tendon lesions. Comment 4: Who did evaluated the Xray? 

Comment 5: In our institution, the anteroposterior radiography is performed in all RCT 

affected patients?  Comment 4: It could be interesting for the reader to investigate the 

correlation (Pearson test) between pain and shoulder gradient. Comment 5: Please report 

the main findings at the top of the discussion paragraph. Comment 6: The discussion 

should be amplified, and more study reported. 
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