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This study analyzed patients who underwent living donor liver transplantation (LDL)
for hepatocellular carcinoma to investigate the outcome in relation to the intention of
pre-transplantation loco-regional therapy. And the result showed that achieving
profound TN by loco-regional therapy could offer better outcomes for patients
undergoing LDLT for HCC. This study yields a more novel conclusion which providing
additional information to optimize therapeutic strategies for patients with HCC. Overall,
this retrospective study design was more reasonable. The language of this manuscript
was quite appropriate and references were also suitable. Therefore, I recommend

accepting this manuscript.
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The study is overall informative in analyzing the impact of loco-regional therapy prior to
living donor liver transplantation (LDLT) on the patients' outcomes. The results showed
that patients with defined profound tumor necrosis (TN) by loco-regional therapy had a
superior RFS (5-year of 93.8%) as compared with others. The underling mechanisms of
this phenomenon should be discussed. The clinical guidance significance of this finding

should be clarified more clearly.
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Comments for ESPS Manuscript NO 51737  This retrospective study is interesting and
the text is well written, there are no major and few minor concerns. Regarding the latter:
some sentences are too long and hence hindering understanding of the readers. For
example, Page 17, Section -Conclusions, Lines 6-9 : “this study showed that achieving
profound TN rather than complete pathological response by loco-regional therapy could
also offer better outcomes for patients undergoing LDLT for HCC providing additional
information to optimize therapeutic strategies for patients with HCC.” Please check the

similar long sentences and correct them in full text.
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