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In the large scale, two stage genetic association study, Li and his colleagues screened and 

validated the association between the several SNPs  in the  NER pathway and CRC 

risk and prognosis. It is a well-designed study and well-written manuscript. The study 

design and statistical analysis are scientific relevance. The results and findings are 

meaningful.   The only concern is that the reviewer could not find the supplement 

tables as mentioned in the text. 
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Some corrections of the language is required such as  cyclobitane pyrinidine dimers 

HapMap Chiniese  The XPA rs10817938 and XPC rs2607775 polymorphisms could be 

novel potential genetic biomarkers for prediction of the susceptibility to CRC.   In the 

stratified analysis, it is worth noting that the originally meaningful two SNPs 

contributing to CRC risk in overall population only demonstrated association in the 

subgroups of male and age≤60y, while no significance was found in female and age>60y.  

The risk effects of NER SNPs seemed to be modified by gender and age. Both morbidity 

and mortality of CRC are higher in men than women no matter worldwide or in China.  

In summary, a two-stage case-control study to explore the association of all tag SNPs in 

eight NER pathway genes with CRC risk and prognosis in a northern Chinese 

population, including a discovery and a validation stages were done. Two SNPs (XPA 

rs10817938 and XPC rs2607775) were found to contribute to increased CRC risk in 

overall and stratification analysis. Another two SNPs (ERCC2 rs1052555 and ERCC5 

rs2228959) were reported to be associated with poor CRC prognosis. The present  study 

has referential values for the identification of NER-based genetic biomarkers in 

predicting the susceptibility and clinical outcome of CRC, and may also provide clues 

for the access to individualized early diagnosis and therapy of CRC patients. Finally, this 

is an interesting study with new findings in CRC, the language needs some corrections 

which were indicated above and done on the text. 
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