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1. The author didn't discuss the mechanism (s) for why PET-CT can be helpful in some

but not all cases of HCC, and suggest what kind of HCC can be selected for PET-CT

scanning. 2. All figures should be marked clearly for the types of images.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors have described 4 cases of HCC in which CT PET was useful in evaluating
treatment response. It can oftern be difficult to tell the difference between tumour
necrosis and active disease in patients who have undergone treatment. CT PET is
traditionally not used in the diagnosis and FU of HCC because of the difficulty in
interpreting avidity within the liver substance. These four cases demonstrate that there
might be a role in highly selected patients for CT PET. The authors have not really
suggested what this role might be but have proposed further evaluation of the technique.

Overall this is an important finding and the authors have quite rightly not overplayed
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their findings. There are a small number of grammatical errors that need correcting.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This report was interesting, but several issues should be addressed. 1. As authors
showed in Case 2, poorly differentiated HCC frequently shows hypovascular pattern.
Authors should show or discuss histological type in Case 1, 3 and 4. 2. Hepatobiliary
phase of EOB-MRI or kuppfer phase of contrast-enhanced US can detect tumors in such
cases. Authors should show or discuss such other modalities. 3. FDG-PET is expensive

and less avalilable. It might not be recommended as routine examinations. Of course, it
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is not recommended in the guidelines. Authors should discuss about it.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript has been comprehensively presented and reports the potential of
PET-CT scan for the detection of HCC lesions elusive to other techniques based on four
clinical cases. The clinical management of these patients was significantly benefited by
the use of this approach and it would be of interest to verify the reported findings in

additional cases.
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