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Thank you for identifying critical issues of meta-analysis. This issue of interpreting 
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heterogeneity analysis results is crucial. Neither Q nor I2 tests are explanatory. For 

example, we cannot estimate how much difference is between I2=14% and I2=57% or 

61%. Automate calculation of I2 95%CIs is not available and the calculation is 

cumbersome. For conservative estimations, a priori use of random effects model analysis 

can be recommended. Please clarify what is the difference between the 2 analysis 

presented in the letter   
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I do not understand the relevance of this Letter. The bigger question is, "In whom does 
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the risk of Hepatic Encephalopathy increase with the use of PPIs?" Millions of patients 

are prescribed and are on PPIs everyday. However, in my 16 years as a 

Hepato-pancreato-biliary and liver transplant surgeon, I have never encountered a case 

of Hepatic encephalopathy due to a PPI!   Thus, while it is fair to point out the errors of 

the study by Ma et al., the clinical relevance of that meta-analysis and this letter need to 

be questioned. 
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beginning of the text, e.g., proton pump inhibitors (PPI), hepatic encephalopathy (HE). 
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