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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

I would like to make important Specific Comments related your work: 1) We noticed in
your study: Original findings: - Pneumonia was the most common site of Bls in
patients with ACLF-2 and ACLF-3, and SBP was the most common site of Bls in patients
with AD and ACLF-1. - Gram-negative bacteria accounted for the majority of cultured
bacteria, and MDROs were common. - The 28-day transplant-free survival rates of
patients was very low and decreased with increasing ACLF grade; independent
predictors of the 28-day outcomes of the study patients were COSSH-ACLF scores, AKI,
BSI, PTA, and invasive catheter.  2) We noticed also: Clinical importance: independent
predictors of the 28-day outcomes of first Bacterial infections are enough well
documented in patients with hepatitis B virus (HBV)-ACLF as defined by the Chinese
Group on the Study of Severe Hepatitis B. Conclusion: summarize appropriately the
study data Key problems: - Retrospective cohort study limit (e.g. follow up evaluation)
- Small sample size (Power lack) However you have noticed some limitations regarding
your work. 3) Future direction: A prospective investigation involving more patients
and appropriate design is needed to further elucidate the predictors as you have noticed
in the discussion section: “additional prospective randomized studies should be

conducted in the future”.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This article was well-written. Although similar articles about bacterial infection in ACLF
were present, this article was interesting and informative regarding with HBV-related
ACLF. I have several concerns. 1. How was conditon of peroral nutrition intake. Authors

should define how to nutritional support. 2. Use of rifaximine, nucleoside analogues,

PPIs should be clarified.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript written by Li et al. describes the importance of bacterial infection in the
prognosis of the patients with HBV-related acute-on-chronic liver failure. Bacterial
infections are known to be frequently accompanied by liver failure, but there are few
reports on the details of the conditions. Therefore, the manuscript is important for the
management of those patients. However, there are some concerns that need to be
addressed. Major points, 1. What were the mechanisms of HBV-related
acute-on-chronic liver failure in the patients? Was the reactivation of HBV observed in
all of those patients? Did the bacterial infections directly contribute the liver failure? The
authors should add a comment on that point. 2. Are there any differences in the
frequency of bacterial infections or the bacterial types between acute HBV-related liver
failure and acute-on-chronic HBV-related liver failure? How about the patients with
liver failure of other etiologies, such as acute-on-chronic alcoholic liver failure? 3. What

were the causes of death in those patients? Liver failure or bacterial infections?
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