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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Authors evaluated the risk factor of PRDL, and showed that pre-treatement serum 

IL-12(p70) level is associated with the development of PTDL. Furthremore authors 

showed that PTDL is associated with poorer prognosis in HCC patients. This report is 

interesting, but several issues remain to be addressed. 1. Authors should show the 

proportion of living-donor LT.  2. HBV-HCC patients were main cohort. Authors 

should describe HBV status such as HBV-DNA, HBeAg positivity or anti-viral treatment 

in pre- and post LT. 3. HCC recurrence was frequent in present cohort. Authors should 

describe the indicatio of LT in HCC patients and the diagnostic methods.  4. Authors 

should discuss the role of anti-lipid therapy for PTDL.  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The clinical study is focused on the prediction of dyslipidemia after liver transplantation. 

In a very good clinical setting the pro-inflammatory cytokine IL-12 was identified as a 

potential marker predicting post-transplant dyslipidemia (PTDL). Dendritic cells are 

suggested as the important source of IL-12.  Comments 1. The pathophysiological 

cascade that IL-12 triggers the metabolomics profile is suggested by the data, but 

additional experimental work is necessary. This point should be clearly addressed in the 

section Discussion. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

A great study design and manuscript written for investigating the association of 

recipients’ metabolic inflammation status with post-liver transplantation dyslipidemia. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a very interesting manuscript on clinical factors and cytokines influencing the 

post liver transplant lipid abnormalities. The manuscript is well written and the study 

has been well conducted. The statistical analysis has been also well conducted. The 

conclusion on  the role of IL-12 (p70) is new and interesting. My only question is on the 

role of other cyrtokines. The authors documented the role of IFN-alpha2 and IFN-beta 

but their relevance semms to disappear at the multivariate analysis. What about the 

other cytokines that in different conditions are responsible of lipid abnormalities. Some 

comments in the discussion should be added 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The most important problem in this article is the statements about HCC. To suggest that 

there is a relationship between HCC recurrence and posttransplant dyslipidemia, there 

should be no difference in preoperative HCC characteristics between the two groups. 

Therefore, both groups should be compared in terms of tumor number, tumor size, 

vascular invasion and tumor histology. If there is no difference between the groups, it 

can be claimed that there is a relationship between tumor recurrence and dyslipidemia. 

MedCalc for Windows version 4.2 Although not specified in the statistical method 

section, kaplan-meier analysis was used for survival analysis. The authors stated that 

they are using medcalc 4.2 version, but is this package program still in use? I couldn't be 

sure of that. The authors should state which p values (obtained univariate analysis) are 

included in the multivariate analysis. 
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thank you for making the necessary corrections 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In the revised version of the experimental study to dyslipidemia after liver 

transplantation the essentials were addressed and I have no further questions. 
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Well revisions on both manuscript and image files. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Revised manuscript was well-addressed for reviewers' comments and well-written. Nice 

work! 
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