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Abstract

BACKGROUND

For laparoscopic rectal cancer surgery, the inferior mesenteric artery (IMA) can be ligated
at its origin from the aorta [high ligation (HL)| or distally to the origin of the left colic
artery [low ligation (LL)]. Whether different ligation level is related to different
postoperative complications, operation time, and lymph node yield remains
controversial. Therefore, we designed this study to determine the effects of different

ligation levels in rectal cancer surgery.
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colostomy and thus avoid an anastomosis altogether.
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