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The case presentation is nice, and the case itself is very important. Even in TI, the 

physicians should think about the occurrence of malignancies. However, the hypothesis 

of iron overload is too speculative for me. In this mean, the adopted therapy could be the 

trigger of leukemia, which might be big issue. To hypothesize such kind of hypothesis, 

more strong evidence or multiple patients experience are crucial to rule out the 

possibility of coincidence.   I recommend the authors not to discuss about hypothesis 

but to describe more previous similar report likewise literature reviews.... 
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It is a well written paper regarding a case report of acute leukemia in a 15-year-old girl 

with B-thalassemia-intermedia.  1. Although sporadic cases of malignancies in 

B-thalassemia-intermedia were noted, no evidence for increased rate of malignancies in 

B-thalassemia-intermedia patients was provided. Is there any data on this? 2. 

Hydroxyurea was administered for 7 years in the patient. There are data on increased 

rates of malignancies and potential mechanism is described in the literature.  Please 

provide relative data from the literature in the Discussion and add hydroxyurea as a 

potential factor for malignancy in B-thalassemia-intermedia patients.           

 


