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Abstract

BACKGROUND

Spontaneous bacterial peritonitis (SBP) is a detrimental infection of the ascitic
fluid in liver cirrhosis patients, with high mortality and morbidity. Early

diagnosis and timely antibiotic administration have successfully decreased
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Jan 14, 2019 - Spontaneous bacterial peritonitis is the most frequent bacterial infection in patients
with cirrhosis. The reported incidence varies between 7% and 30% in hospitalized patients with
cirrhosis and ascites, representing one of their main complications.
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Our multivariate analysis indicated that the use of systemic antibiotics within 30 days before SBP
diagnosis (odds ratio, 3.94; 95% CI, 1.11-13.96; P = 0.033) and a lower SOFA score (odds ratio, 0.96;
95% CI, 0.37-0.86; P = 0.007) were independent predictive factors of SBP caused by gram-positive
bacterial infections in patients with cirrhosis.
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Spontaneous bacterial peritonitis (SBP) in patients with cirrhosis is typically caused by gram-
negative bactena. However, the number of SBP cases due to gram-positive bacteria is steadily
increasing. To date, little is known about the predictive factors involved in SBP infections.
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In this study, predictive factors for infection resolution and patient survival were investigated in 213
consecutive episodes of spontaneous bacterial peritonitis in 185 cirrhotic patients. All patients were
initially treated with cefotaxime.
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