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Minor revisions were suggested.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
The current study is to find the relationship of HLA subtype and H.pylori's cagA type

with different gastric diseases, which are improtant and relevant to understand the
machanisms of gastric cancer. However, it is hard for me to read the manuscript because
there was missed many space symbol in the text (maybe due to the systemic problem
when uploading). But I could understand most content even in such situation. The
following are some recommendations. 1. "The first study in a Turkish population" should
be deleted in the title, if the authors do think their results are race-related, "Turkish"
should be input somewhere in the title other than at the end. 2. The definition of groups
in Fig.1&2 are not appropiate, control group are also patients group, as dyspepsia is a kind
of GI disease and H.pylori infection is a kind of disease according to the H.pylori Kyoto
consensus. 3. We need some pictures of HLA-PCR results to show the realness of the study.
4. How is the result relevant to the reality? Does that mean HLA type is not associated
with H.pylori's outcome of gastric cancer? And the prevalence of gastric caner in Turkey

is associated with other factors?
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting study. However, some issues must be clarified. 1) The title of the
manuscript is very long and confusing. 2) The control group of the study is questionable.
The group would give control if they were blood donors, for example. 3) The authors do
not cite IL-17 (and related cytokines) as important for gastric carcinogenesis. 4) The
authors should cite studies evaluating epiya and relatives of patients with gastric cancer.
5) In the introduction, I think the authors should cite possible regional and ethnic
differences to justify the importance of the study. 6) In addition, studies that evaluated
polymorphisms in genes encoding cytokines and other molecules of the immune response
and gastric carcinogenesis could be presented. Some of these studies also look at virulence
factors (including epiya). 7) Were patients with autoimmune diseases excluded from the
study? 8) Did the authors sequence the epiya gene from any sample? If so, that should be
in the paper. 9) The authors did not calculate the Hardy-Weinberg balance of the alleles.
What's the reason? 10) The authors did not assess whether the alleles were linkage

disequilibrium.
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No further comments.
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I am very satisfied with the authors' responses, as well as with the changes presented in

the text.



