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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

To the editors/ Authors, This review, focuses on the integrative and up-to-date overview
of diagnostic modalities such as SNS imaging methods and novel laboratory biomarkers
that could aid in the assessment of the degree of SNS activation and provide reliable
prognostic information among patients with HF. Major comments 1. Pathophysiology
and compensatory mechanisms of heart failure in the present version are relatively basic
and overlaped. I would suggest combining the two subtopics, concising the text, and
adding a basic diagram of causes, effects, and compensation. 2. Physiology of
sympathetic nervous system, cardiovascular reflexes, and adrenergic mechanism are
also very basic and overlaped. I would suggest combining and consising them.
Cardiovascular reflexes may be listed as a table. 3. The mechanism of how the SNS
changes in heart failure should be more clarified. 4. Figure 2 should be revised to
indicate a step-by step from levels, effects, mecahnisms, and heart failure, respectively. 5.
Could endothelin and galanin be added to the Figure 3? Otherwise, a new figure is
recommended. 6. Heart rate variability has been widely used to indicate sympathetic
and parasympathetic activity to the heart. Explanation of its basic, clincal application,
limitation, and comparison to other techniques is recommended. Minor comment 1.
English should be carefully rechecked. UK or USA style must be consistent. 2.

Abbreviations in the Figures must be fully explained in the figure legends.



