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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In the present manuscript, Zhang C et al. evaluated the clinical results of simultaneous 

TACE with PVE as a preoperative treatment for large hepatocellular carcinoma. They 

concluded that this approach was safe and contributed to shorten the waiting period 

before surgery, resulted in favorable surgical outcomes.  The major concern of 

simultaneous TACE and PVE is liver parenchymal infarction followed by liver 

dysfunction, especially in patients with cirrhosis. The present series included patients 

with good liver function (ICGR15 <10%), and this may be the reason why no liver failure 

was encountered after simultaneous TACE and PVE. This point is important and to be 

emphasized in this paper.  1. If the authors measured portal pressure, these data may 

be important. PVE can be a tolerance test of sudden increase in portal pressure induced 

after a major hepatic resection.  2. Preoperative sequential TACE and PVE for 

hepatocellular carcinoma was first reported by Makuuchi’s group (Arch Surg 2004). This 

first report should be cited. The report by Nakao et al. (Radiology 1986) documented 

increase tumor necrosis induced by this approach and did not propose a preoperative 

approach to extend surgical indications. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In the revised manuscript, the authors have responded appropriately to the questions 

raised by the reviewers. Therefore, I have no additional comments to the revised 

manuscript. 

 


