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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
The research topic seems to be truly relevant given the high global incidence of HCC.

The search for biomarkers is important not only for diagnosis, but also for assessing
tumor progression. SAA1 is regarded as the important biomarker in inflammation and
malignancy, but its biological role has not been fully understood despite extensive
research. Despite the association with some tumors, a causal relationship has not been
established. Some of the results on SAA1 remain controversial. In my opinion, the merit
of the authors is that they first showed the downregulated expression of SAA1 in HCC, a
decrease SAA1 expression with the increased tumor grade and disease stage. Ultimately
the authors confirmed that the decreased SAA1 expression was involved in the
progression of HCC. Moreover, the study identified 2 signature genes interacted with
SAAL1 (these data enhance the prognostic value of SAA1 in HCC). The fact that the SAA1
expression is associated with the anti-tumor immunity pathways, has an important
translational value. Firstly, the lower SAA1 could be a potential therapeutic target.
Furthermore, the downregulated expression of SAA1 can be used as a potential
prognostic biomarker for HCC. The study was performed methodologically correct. The
manuscript is well understood and easy to read. The authors provided well-constructed
and well-annotated table and figures. The authors reasonably cite the latest, relevant,
and comprehensive references without self-citation. In summary, the manuscript was

prepared in a professional manner and certainly can be recommended for publication.



