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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is very interesting study on stem cell therapy for chronic liver failure. It is not clear 

what "stem cell therapy for acute on chronic liver failure" means in the title, legend texts 

and figures. The term acute-on-chronic liver failure (ACLF) may be better in a whole 

manuscript. Proofreading is needed. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This was a narrative review on the therapeutic role of stem cells in patients with 

acute-on-chronic liver failure (ACLF).  The main finding of this study was that 

therapeutic options considering stem cells were not effective in patients with ACLF, 

according to available data.  On a general view, the introduction section is good, 

whereas the following two chapters (ACLF and liver regeneration; stem cells and their 

use in diseases of the liver) are somewhat redundant. The most important section (stem 

cell therapy for ACLF) should be widened, with a deeper discussion on pros and cons of 

all studies reported in Table 1. For instance, the first study cited in this chapter (Ref 22) 

evaluated the role of adipose tissue derived stem cells in rabbits, whereas the second 

study (ref 23) used umbilical-cord derived MSCs in humans; another study dealt with 

pediatric patients.  Moreover, the Authors cited a metanalysis by Chen et al, on three 

studies. Two of them were cited in Table 1, but not the third one (PMiD 27687792).  I 

suggest to look for recently published studies on this field.  I suggest to more deeply 

describe adverse events reported throughout the studies.  The introduction section 

correctly reported two different classifications of ACLF (Eastern vs. Western criteria). 

 


