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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Re:Autoimmunity as the comet tail of COVID-19 pandemic.  A good manuscript and 

provides current knowledge on the additional complications of SARS-CoV-2 infection  

APL antibodies: they appear transiently in most of the infections and do not indicate 

autoimmune response. Follow-up is important to ensure whether response was transient 

or autoimmune response.   Please discuss PIMS or MIS-C and include relevant 

references like: PMID: 32410760, 32499548, 32418446, 32598831, 32598830, 32493739, 

32511692, 32527868, 32524957   Low incidence of severe COVID-19 in DMARDs-treated 

patients also suggest those molecules have potential therapeutic applications for the 

patient management. Some of the currently explored immunotherapies for COVID-19 

like IL-6, IL-1 neutralization by monoclonal antibodies or intravenous immunoglobulin 

(IVIG) are also used for the management of autoimmune and inflammatory responses 

highlighted by the authors.  These points could be discussed for the therapies. Some of 

the references include PMID: 32562483, 32376394, 32574265, 32499548, 32482597, 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanrhe/article/PIIS2665-9913(20)30173-9/fulltext  

Include a discussion on why autoimmune responses (either rheumatic, hematologic or 

neurologic) appear following COVID-19.  ITP has been reported and need to be 

discussed (PMID: 32294340). Also, autoimmune hemolytic anemia (PMID: 32374906, 

32460350, 32542444) and Evans Syndrome (PMID: 32420629) 
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