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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
This manuscript, 58783, reports on the reliability of PCR-based test for detecting Hp

clarithromycin resistance in stool samples. Based on the pertinent literature data
obtained with 592 patients, the authors concluded that PCR-based test on stool samples
has a high diagnostic accuracy for detecting clarithromycin resistance in patients
infected with Hp. The presented results are thus in contrast to the conclusion reached
earlier by Brennan et al (re. 19) that stool samples are not suitable for the accurate
detection of Hp clarithromycin resistance. Hence, the results of the current study, if
confirmed, could offer highly reliable and noninvasive convenience of using stool
samples for detecting clarithromycin resistance in in Hp patients. Minor: The repetitious
statement that “H. pylori is closely related to a variety of gastric diseases” should be
modified to read “ is closely associated with the etiology of a variety of gastric diseases”.

There are also several typos throughout the text.



